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Question Time: Distracted driving 


Have you stared at your phone instead of the road? 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune night editor 


[Editor’s note: To participate in future queries, keep an eye on our Twitter 


and Facebook accounts. | 


We’ve all seen it done. Many of us are guilty of doing it. Drivers looking at 
their phones while they should be focusing on the road is at epidemic levels 
in this country. So, we asked you to answer the following questions 
honestly: “1. When you are on the road and see another driver staring at 
their phone, what’s your first thought? 2. Have you yourself ever used your 


phone while driving? Do expect you will do so in the future?” 


Your answers 


“T have used my phone while driving. I don’t see myself stopping. I try to 
only text when stopped or parked. I don’t think much when someone is 
staring at their phone unless the car is moving.” — Jessica Rodda 


Campbell 


“1. My first thought is: How disgusting it is that people seem to hang onto 
their phones like a baby with a pacifier and when they use it while driving it 
puts us all in danger. 2. I do not ever use my phone while driving, if I geta 
call I wait and find a place to pull over and call them back.” — Annette 


Rockhill 


“1. First thought is something judgmental and condescending. Because 
really, nobody who drives him/herself around is so important as to be on the 
phone while driving, so of course it’s texting, Facebooking or gaming. It 
shows immaturity and impatience and no regard for the safety of others on 
the road. 2. Yes, I have used my phone while driving, both talking and 
texting. I no longer text or Facebook, and never play games, because it’s 
good to practice what you preach. I do occasionally talk while driving, but I 
keep that to a minimum and don’t place calls, only answer calls from my 


wife. Everyone else can wait.” — Aaron Spence 


“1. My thought is that cop is doing what I’m doing. 2. I’m always on my 


phone, who cares.” — Jeff Emmons 


Our answers 


“Who drives staring at their lap? Many states have insisted that people use 


hands-free technology if they’re going to talk on the phone while driving, 


and that makes a lot of sense. Anyone leaving Indiana who has this bad 
habit should be aware of the laws in neighboring states. For instance, it’s 
illegal to talk on the phone while driving without using a hands-free device 
in Illinois, and most all neighboring states have outlawed texting while 
driving. Personally, I have an iPhone. It automatically syncs to my Bluetooth 
when I get in the car and Siri can send a text using voice commands. It can 
be extremely frustrating to get Siri to do what I want, but it can be done!” 


— Jill Bond 


“There’s an accident waiting to happen. No, I don’t use my phone when I’m 
driving. I either pull over or wait until I reach my destination to check it.” — 


Mike Fletcher 


“1. Really??? ... Is your life and those around you so unimportant that you 
would even look at that phone??? 2. NO. NO. NO. I don’t even like to 


answer my landline. No phone call is that important!” — Nancy Barth 


“1. One of my favorite hobbies on the road is judging others who are gazing 
slack-jawed into their laps while their driving. This is especially true at red 
lights, when people feel most empowered to be inattentive. My first thought 
is usually to wish I had a water balloon to throw at their car. (And my 
second thought then involves wishing throwing things at irresponsible 


drivers wasn’t illegal.) 2. I’m ashamed to say I have used my phone for 


talking, texting, Facebooking, Instagramming and every other idiotic 
application you can imagine. I feel horrible about it, but I’ve resolved to 
change. If you need some proper motivation, take the time to seek out 
Werner Herzog’s moving documentary ‘From One Second To The Next’ to 
see how looking at your phone at the wrong moment while you should be 
focusing on the road can lead to death, dismemberment and a lifetime of 


regret.” — Rob Burgess 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454- 
8577, via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


